BILLBERGIA ‘CURLY TOP’ by Geoff Lawn in Bromeletter 19(2): 19. 1982

Of all the many beautiful variegated bromeliads grown nowadays, a firm favourite of mine is the seldom seen gem Billbergia ‘Curly Top’. This hybrid, with the parentage of B. amoena (selected European cultivar) X B. euphemiae (see footnote Ed.) was created in 1967 by the late Dr Richard Oeser of West Germany. Resultant seed of the cross-pollination was imported into Australia, being raised and named by Olwen Ferris.

One particular clone resembles a refined version of B. Catherine Wilson with its scroll-like leaves or an extra large B. leptopoda. A medium sized open tube to 30 cm high, the broad leaf blades flare out, recoiling loosely at the tips, reminiscent of that "permanent wave" effect. The mid-green foliage is heavily blotched and speckled creamy yellow and is so pronounced, the rosette appears green marbled upon off-white from a short distance. There is also a less-striking form with bronze-pink or tan scurfed leaves and faint banding. Winter blooming, the upright inflorescence of both types have rose pink scape and green petals edged blue. The minute dark spines makes an interesting contrast.

Not over-generous with offsets, B. ‘Curly Top’ is nevertheless reasonably hardy despite its lack of green chlorophyll, more so than B. ‘Fantasia’. Bright light is needed to retain maximum foliage colour and a compact growth habit. This outstanding hybrid deserves to

be more widely grown and appreciated., being virtually trouble free and annual flowering like most of the billbergias.

COMO, W.A. 6152

Thanks, Geoff, for answering my request for articles on billbergias.

Billbergia ‘Curly Top’ was grown from seed marked B amoena X B. leptopoda. Later on writing to Dr Oeser to ask if he had given a name to the hybrid, he replied saying he did not own B. leptopoda and that the plant used would be B. euphemiae.

For a time I changed the labels on the plants and then one day I found the old seed envelopes in a box and these said B. amoena X B. leptopoda. I think the seed may have been given to him by someone else and sent on to me, as this is how I came to get seed of two aechmea species that he received from Mexico and as he didn't have space in his glasshouse for such large plants, he shared them with other growers.

The correct parentage of Billbergia ‘Curly Top’ is B. amoena X B. leptopoda. Editor. (Olwen Ferris)

